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To all whom it may coneern:

.Be it known that I, HENRY R. GILLINGHAM,
of Baltimore city, State of Maryland, have in-
vented a new and Improved Lock-Stopper for
Demijohns and Bottles; and I do hereby de-
clare that the following is a full, clear, and
exact deseription of the same, reference being
had to the accompanying drawings, forming
part of this specification, in which
. TFigure 1 is a side view of the device applied
to a demijohn, showing in section the screw-
. connection, TFig. 2 is a side view in a plane
at right angles to Fig. 1. Fig.3is a sectional
view, showing the arrangement of the perfo-
rated plug. Fig. 41is a sectional view taken
in a vertical plane at right angles to Fig. 3,
and showing the locked position of the stop-
per. ,

My invention relates to locking devices for

demijolns, bottles, &e., designed to-prevent

the wasteful, injurious, or unaunthorized use of
winesandliquors, and toprovide greater secur-
ity for poisons.

The invention consists in providing the.old
‘rotary plug-valve with a peculiar locking de-
vice specially adapted to a receptacle of this
kind, as hereinafter fully described.

In the drawings, A represents a demijohn;
B, a metal head screwed upon the neck of the
demijohn and then permanently fastened there-
to by any suitable means, a gasket, &, of rub-
ber being employed to make a tight joint.

In the upper portion of the metal head B is
arranged, at right angles to the line. of dis-
charge, the rotary plug-valve C, having a per-
foration, b, through the same, which may be
turned either into or out of registration. with
the neck of the demijohn. - _

For locking the demijobn, I form a noteh, ¢,
in the lower portion of the head, and two elon-
gated lugs, ¢ ¢, upon the end of the rotary plug
C. Between these lugs, at the top, I pivot the
lever d, which projects at the upper end to
form a thumb-piece, and extends down to the
noteh e. ‘

Near the middle of the lever d, I form a per-
foration, f, and in the lugs c¢, at the same dis-

tanee from the fulecrnm, I form the perfora- |

tions f! f*

Now, when the lever d has its lower end
resting in noteh e, the perforations f and s
register with each other, and the locking-bar
of a padlock, g, is passed therethrough to pre-
vent the deflection of said lever.

It will thus be seen that the .padlock pre-
vents the movement of the lever out of the
notch, while the notch prevents the movement
of the plug on its axis, which is necessary to
bring its perforation or conduit into registra-
tion with the neck of the demijohn. -

Now, I do not claim a rotary plug-valve, as
applied to a bottle or demijohn, nor do [ claim,
broadly, a hinged or pivoted piece forlocking
such rotary plug against axial movement, but
only the specific devices shown, in which three
bearing-points are secured for the locking-le-
ver—one at the top, constituting the fuleram,
the other at f7, near the middle, and the other
at eat thelower end. This givesa great degree
of security, for it will be seen that if the ful-
crum-pin of the lever be knocked out the lever
will then have the padlock-bar as a fulerum,
and the position of this fulerum is brought so
close to the lower end that the lever cannotbe
deflected far enough to unseat its lower end
from the noteh by reason of the contact of the
upper end of the lever with the rotary plug,
the elongated lugs ¢ ¢ serving to prevent any
lateral displacement. :

Having thus described my invention, what
I elaim as new is— '
- The metal head B, having notch ¢, the ro-
tary plug C, having perforation b, and elon-
gated lugs ¢ ¢, with perforations f/ f/, and the
Jock-lever d, pivoted to the upper portion of
thelugs, and having a perforation, f, adapted
to register with the perforations f* of the Ings
whenever its lower end is seated in notch e,
all combined to form a lock-stopper for a demi-
john or bottle, substantially as shown and de-
scribed.
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